
The newborn calf is blue and 
wet and wobbly on his feet. 
His head is still a little cone-
shaped from being squeezed 
through his mother�s birth 
canal. His eyes are wide, the 
black pupils lined with red. 
His ears appear pink from 
the blood vessels under the 
skin. The umbilical cord has 
already been severed, but 
what remains � a short tube 
� dangles from his belly.  
�  How did his mother � 

Ellie, a 20-year-old elephant who has never mated with a 
bull, never even witnessed a birth � deliver the calf on her 
own? Did she remember the Lamaze exercises the humans 
taught her?  �  Brian French and Steve Lefave and the 
other keepers have no idea, because Ellie went into labor 
in the night and because the cameras in the elephant 
barn did not work. The only witnesses were the other 
elephants, who watched the calf take his � rst steps before 
dawn. Later, CEO Lex Salisbury will call it �the virgin 
birth.�  �  Once the calf arrived, he was small enough to 
wander between the bars of the stalls. Those first minutes 
could have been disastrous. Ellie could have stepped on her 
baby. The calf could have roamed into a stall with one of the 
two bulls or one of the other females and been stomped or 
kicked and possibly killed. Instead he has found his way 
into the arms of his human keepers.  �  The sta�  moves 
quickly. David Murphy, the zoo�s vet, is summoned to 
assess both the newborn and his mother. Ellie, in her stall, 
appears to have recovered from the delivery. Still, she is 
obviously unnerved. When Brian and Steve bring the calf 
back into the barn, Ellie keeps her distance. Her ears are 

pushed out, a clear sign of tension. She does not look at 
the newborn. She has no idea what to make of him. 

She wants nothing to do with him.  �  Overcoming 
her rejection � and quickly � is crucial. 
Already the calf is trumpeting with hunger. 
If the keepers can�t get Ellie to let her baby 
close enough to nurse, the chances are they�ll 
never bond.  
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