
Late that afternoon, the 
new keeper finds him-
self alone with the tigers.  
�  Chris Lennon, 33 and 
only a month into his 
job, would normally have 
someone working nearby. 
But an accumulation of 
events has cleared out 
most of the experienced 
keepers in the Asia depart-
ment. One has recently 
quit; another has been 
fired. The assistant cura-
tor who supervises the 

department was on duty earlier today, but she was called 
away when one of her children suffered an asthma 
attack at school.  �  Which leaves Chris on his own with 
Enshalla and Eric.  �  By 4:30, when it�s almost closing 
time at Lowry Park, Chris is ready to feed the tigers and 
shift them from the exhibit into their dens in the night 
house. He places their dinner in separate dens, then 
pulls a lever that allows Enshalla to come in. As always, 
there�s a barrier between him and the tiger.  �  When 
Chris walks past Enshalla�s den, she leaps toward him 
against the thick mesh. Enshalla is aggressive, even 
for a tiger.  �  The keeper is standing in a little corridor, 
preparing to shift Eric from outside into his den, when 
something makes him turn around. A sound maybe.  �  
First he sees a chunk of meat in the hall where it should 
not be. Then he sees Enshalla. She has left her den, pass-
ing through a door he has accidentally left unlatched. 
Now the tiger is loose, only a few feet away, and eyeing 
him.  �  If she wants to attack, there�s no place for Chris to 
go. The only exit from where he�s standing is a door that 
leads out into the exhibit, where Eric is still waiting to come 
inside. Chris is fortunate. Enshalla does not turn toward 

him. Instead, she keeps moving into another part of 
the building. Chris hurries to the end of the hall 

and throws shut the night house�s mesh door, 
so Enshalla can�t reach him if she changes her 
mind. He gets on his radio:  �  �Code one tiger.�  
�  Enshalla walks calmly out of the building and 
into the sunlight. For the � rst time in her life, 
she is free.
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LIFE. DEATH. THE PARADOX OF  FREEDOM. 

 .  Story continues on page 4E


